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Love ACTS!

Luke 10:27 So he (the expert in the law) answered and said, “You shall
love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your
strength, and with all your mind,” and ‘your neighbour as yourself.” 28
And He (Jesus) said to him, “You have answered rightly; do this and you
will live.”

1. The offended expert

Luke 10:25 And behold, a certain lawyer stood up and tested Him, saying,

“Teacher, what shall | do to inherit eternal life?” 26 He said to him, “What

is written in the law? What is your reading of it?”

e The real issue — he was out to challenge Jesus. Why?

e Jesus responded with His own question. Lesson: let them answer
their own question and then let God direct.

The right answer is not sufficient

Luke 10:27 So he (the expert in the law) answered and said, “You shall

love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your

strength, and with all your mind,” and ‘your neighbour as yourself.” 28

And He (Jesus) said to him, “You have answered rightly; do this and you

will live.”

e Often knowledge of doctrine is not sufficient, since difficulties arise
regarding how to put it into practice.
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2. Two responses

2.1 Saw/Looked and passed by

Luke 10:29 But he, wanting to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is

my neighbour?” 30 Then Jesus answered and said: “A certain man went

down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, who stripped him

of his clothing, wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead. 31

Now by chance a certain priest came down that road. And when he saw

him, he passed by on the other side. 32 Likewise a Levite, when he arrived

at the place, came and looked, and passed by on the other side.”

e Both the priest and Levite were more concerned that they kept the
outward appearance of cleanliness than the actual condition of their
heart.

e Thisisn’t the only time Jesus makes this point — the Pharisees
criticized for only cleaning the outside of the cup but neglecting the
inside (Matthew 23:25, Luke 11:39). What matters is where your
heart is.

2.2 Saw and acted

Luke 10:33 But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was.

And when he saw him, he had compassion. 34 So he went to him and

bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine; and he set him on his own

animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 35 On the next day,

when he departed, he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper,

and said to him, ‘Take care of him; and whatever more you spend, when |

come again, | will repay you.’

e “But aSamaritan...” (v33) — These words are lost on us today. Why
did Jesus tell this parable which would rile all His Jewish listeners?

e Love hasto be shown in a visible and tangible way.

3. Who proved to be neighbour?

Luke 10:36 “So which of these three do you think was neighbour to him
who fell among the thieves?” 37 And he said, “He who showed mercy on
him.” Then Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”

e No Jew would have seen the Samaritan as “neighbour.”
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e The expert in the law did not admit the obvious truth that the
Samaritan was the true neighbour. He replied: “The one who
showed mercy on him.”

e Do we have the eye and heart of a neighbour? Do we have the
courage to love our neighbour?

Conclusion

Go and DO LIKEWISE!

Matthew 25:35 for | was hungry and you gave Me food; | was thirsty and

you gave Me drink; | was a stranger and you took Me in; 36 | was naked

and you clothed Me; | was sick and you visited Me; | was in prison and you

came to Me.’ ... 40 And the King will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly,

I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren,

you did it to Me.’ ... 45 Then He will answer them, saying, ‘Assuredly, | say

to you, inasmuch as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did

not do it to Me.” 46 And these will go away into everlasting punishment,

but the righteous into eternal life.”

e The parable’s meaning is simple: Love your neighbour as yourself.

e We should be asking; how can | be a good neighbour? And how can |
live out my beliefs?

e Inabold and radical way, Jesus identifies Himself with the hungry,
the thirsty, the stranger, the naked, the sick, the prisoner.

e Only God can cultivate in us a heart that beats like His heart.

Key pointers to reflect on, ponder and prophetically act upon

1. Do you love God with all your heart, soul, strength and mind? What
does this mean for you?

2. Do you have invisible boundaries when it comes to loving another
person as yourself? Why?

3. ldentify one thing that you can do and do it as an expression of loving
your neighbour and doing it as unto the Lord.
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Prayer Guide

1. Pray that you will obey what He tells you to do each time because
you love Him wholeheartedly.

2. Pray that your heart will embrace and love even when it is hard to
love due to differences.

3. Pray to practically find acts of mercy to engage in daily as it is our
ministry to the Lord.
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