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Understanding God's Mercy (Part 2): Jesus the Mercy Seat

Introduction: The Merciful God in the New Testament

Luke 6:35 But love your enemies, do good, and lend, hoping for nothing in
return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most
High. For He is kind to the unthankful and evil. 36 Therefore be merciful
[oiktirmdn], just as your Father also is merciful [oiktirmdn].

2 Corinthians 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the Father of mercies [oiktirmos] and God of all comfort,

1. God's mercy revealed in Christ

Hebrews 2:17 Therefore, in all things He had to be made like His brethren,
that He might be a merciful [eleémdn] and faithful High Priest in things
pertaining to God, to make propitiation [hilaskomai] for the sins of the
people.

Titus 3:4 But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward
man appeared, 5 not by works of righteousness which we have done, but
according to His mercy [eleos] He saved us, through the washing of
regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit

® God’s mercy not only forgives and saves us but also withholds the
punishment we deserve.

Jesus the FULL expression of God’s mercy
Ephesians 5:2 And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and given
Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling aroma.

Matthew 9:36 But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with
compassion [splagchnizomai] for them, because they were weary and
scattered, like sheep having no shepherd.
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® splagchnizomai: To have compassion, to be moved with
compassion; to be moved in the inward parts (bowels), i.e.
(figuratively) feel sympathy, to pity

Forgiveness of sins and abundant life
John 10:10b | have come that they may have life, and that they may have
it more abundantly.

® In Christ we receive mercy from God and are delivered from judgment.

Mercy and grace in time of need
Hebrews 4:16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that
we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

2. God’s justice and wrath
Isaiah 45:21b And there is no other God besides Me, a just God and a
Savior; There is none besides Me.

Deuteronomy 32:4 He is the Rock, His work is perfect; For all His ways are
justice, a God of truth and without injustice; righteous and upright is He.

® \We cannot speak of God's mercy without speaking of justice and
judgment.

No setting aside of justice to make room for mercy
Christianity is unique in that God’s mercy is shown through His justice.
There is no setting aside of justice to make room for mercy. Sin and
injustice were punished at the cross of Christ. The penalty of sin was
satisfied through Christ’s sacrifice that God extends His mercy to
undeserving sinners who look to Him for salvation.

God's divine choice to extend His mercy
Romans 9:15 For He says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whomever | will
have mercy, and | will have compassion on whomever | will have compassion.”

® God’s mercy leads Him to forgive sinners and withhold
punishment justly deserved.

® His favour cannot be earned—otherwise, it would not be mercy.
This act was a foreshadowing of our basis of salvation in Christ.
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3. Jesus our Propitiation - the Mercy Seat

Romans 3:24 being justified freely by His grace through the redemption
that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God set forth as a propitiation by His
blood, through faith,...

® hilastérion (Greek): propitiation, atonement cover, Mercy Seat

® At the cross, God’s justice was meted out in full (upon Christ).

Justice, grace, faith, righteousness, mercy - ALL displayed

Romans 3:25b because in His forbearance God had passed over [paresis]
the sins that were previously committed, 26 to demonstrate at the
present time His righteousness, that He might be just and the justifier of
the one who has faith in Jesus.

® At the cross, God’s mercy was extended in full (to all who believe).

Jesus, the MERCY SEAT where God meets us

Exodus 25:22 There | will meet with you, and from above the mercy seat,...
1John 2:2 (ESV) He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only
but also for the sins of the whole world.

® Jesus is the ultimate and final atoning sacrifice, fulfilling and
surpassing the Old Testament sacrificial system.

Conclusion: Mercy triumphs over judgment
James 2:13 For judgment is without mercy to the one who has shown no
mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment.

® Christ our Advocate argues for us and prevents us from receiving
the judgment we deserve.

® Since God will judge us with mercy, we should judge others with
mercy.
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1.

Key pointers to reflect on, ponder and prophetically act upon!

1.

In the New Testament God’s mercy is fully revealed in Jesus dying and
atoning for our sins, so that we are forgiven and saved and the
punishment we deserve is withheld because of His great mercies. O
taste and see that the Lord is good! Receive and hold fast to His mercy.
God is just and righteous and He will not set aside His justice to make
room for mercy and so He provided redemption, choosing to extend
His mercy toward all who believe. We cannot earn God’s mercy. We
can only choose to believe and receive it.

Jesus is the ultimate and final atoning sacrifice (propitiation) for sins.
He is the mercy seat for His blood was shed to atone/cover over our
sins that we are now able to come before God through Christ our
Mercy seat to meet with Him and draw strength and grace from Him.

Prayer Guide

Give thanks to God for His great mercy toward us for the provision of
redemption through Jesus the perfect atoning sacrifice for sins. Pray
for family and friends to experience God’s mercy that they will know
forgiveness of sins and salvation in Jesus so that they will not face the
wrath of His judgment.

Ask the Holy Spirit to lead and guide you to walk justly and to show
kindness and compassion/mercy just as God is merciful toward us, that
you will be an example of His mercy and grace that they will see Jesus
in you. Pray that your life in Christ will impact others.

Pray for His mercy upon nations to turn them to Him that they will not
face His wrath but will experience His mercy and salvation. You can
confidently approach His throne of grace and mercy on behalf of
nations as you stand in the gap to intercede for your nation to turn to
God.
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