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Light of the First Love

Introduction

Revelation 1:20 (ESV) As for the mystery of the seven stars that you saw
in my right hand, and the seven golden lampstands, the seven stars are
the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven
churches.

® John's letters to the seven churches in his era are divine messages
to all churches worldwide addressing today’s issues and applicable
to all believers in every generation.

The First Church: the Church in Ephesus

Revelation 2:1 (ESV) “To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: ‘The
words of him who holds the seven stars in his right hand, who walks
among the seven golden lampstands.

® Ephesus: a significant port city in Asia Minor, autonomous and with
grand theatres and large stadiums. It was a melting pot of various
religious beliefs, the most prominent being the worship of Artemis.
Ephesus was also a hub for the study and practice of magic and
sorcery.

® Paul was in Ephesus with Priscilla and Aquila sometime in AD 52.
He left them there and went off, returning later on and ministered
for two years (Acts 19:8-10).

® The church in Ephesus thrived in an environment of superstition
and dark spiritual forces. Despite the challenges, it shone as a
lampstand, standing firm against persecution and resisting the
spirits of false religion, sorcery, and magic.
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1. The Message to the Church in Ephesus

Revelation 2:2 (ESV) “| know your works, your toil and your patient
endurance, and how you cannot bear with those who are evil, but have
tested those who call themselves apostles and are not, and found them to
be false. 3 | know you are enduring patiently and bearing up for my name's
sake, and you have not grown weary.

® Jesus acknowledged their hard work and perseverance. The church
was commended for testing false apostles and rejecting false
teachings, including the doctrine of the Nicolaitans.

® “Nicolaitans” means “to conquer the people,” suggesting a
hierarchy that divided leaders from ordinary believers—something
Jesus hated, and which the church also hated.

® They did not tolerate sin but dealt with it swiftly. In summary, they
had strict discipline, correct doctrine, and a strong sense of
accountability in service—all commendable traits.

2 . The Charge Against the Church
Revelation 2:4 (ESV) But | have this against you, that you have abandoned
the love you had at first.

® “But” signifies that all the good done was meaningless if they had
lost their FIRST love—the passionate devotion they once had for
Jesus. First love is about intimacy and abiding in Him.

® |f other things take priority over His presence, we have forsaken
our first love.

Nothing Without Love

1 Corinthians 13:1 (ESV) If | speak in the tongues of men and of angels,
but have not love, | am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 And if | have
prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if
I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, | am
nothing. 3 If I give away all | have, and if | deliver up my body to be burned,
but have not love, I gain nothing.

1. The Final Call to the Church - Return to Your First Love
Revelation 2:5 (ESV) Remember therefore from where you have fallen;
repent, and do the works you did at first. If not, | will come to you and
remove your lampstand from its place, unless you repent.
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® [ampstand - symbolised the light of God's presence and His
guidance for His people.

® When the lampstand is removed, there’s no presence of God. The
church is left to operate under the spirit of the world.

® REMEMBER that first love, REPENT from sin, REPEAT - back to do
the FIRST works given by the Father (when duties, discipline,
missions, and doctrines flow out from our first love).

® Returnto spending time until you encounter His presence and then
go out to do the work that comes from His presence (Matthew
6:6).

Judgment

Matthew 7:21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,” will enter the
kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in
heaven. 22 On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not
prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many
mighty works in your name?’ 23 And then will | declare to them, ‘I never
knew you, depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’

® Entering the Kingdom of heaven depends on returning to the first
love and doing the first works of the Father (the one who does the
will of My Father).

Conclusion

Revelation 2:7 (ESV) He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says
to the churches. To the one who conquers | will grant to eat of the tree of
life, which is in the paradise of God.’

® When our hearts are fully drawn to Him—when we live in love and
intimacy with Him—this is how we overcome and gain access to
the tree of life.

® Jesus has redeemed us to restore us to be sons of God, ruling and
reigning in His presence.

® When we first walk in first love with Him, we will joyfully carry out
His works.
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Key pointers to reflect on, ponder and prophetically act upon!

1.

What issues is the church facing today? Does it deal swiftly with sin,
have strict discipline, correct doctrine, and a strong sense of
accountability in service? The church in Ephesus was commended for
such practices. Yet God found it lacking. Check the practices of your
church.

God warns against losing our first love for Him. “But” signifies that
all the good practices are useless without passionate devotion for
Jesus. Are you loving Jesus and abiding in Him? What has taken
priority over His presence in your life and in the church?

We must return to our first love. First to REMEMBER that first love,
then to REPENT from sin, and REPEAT - go back to do the FIRST
works given by the Father so that we will not face His judgment.
When we walk again in first love with Him, we will thrive again.

Prayer Guide

1.

Pray for churches in your nation that they will check their lampstand
to see if it is still alight and examine the works that they are engaged
in. Ask the Holy Spirit to awaken the church for the Lord will judge
the church. Pray that its lampstand would not be removed.

Ask the Holy Spirit to keep believers passionate about loving Jesus
and abiding in Him so that it will stir in them a passion to witness
and pray to see nations that know God turn back to Him and be
restored to experience His abundant blessings and favour.

Ask the Spirit to bring to your REMEMBRANCE the first love you had
for the Lord and lead you to REPENT from falling away and to
RESTORE it to you so that you will do the first works that you did
when you were in love with Jesus. Pray for nations to repent and
find redemption that they will not face God's wrath and judgment.
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