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Living DYNAMICALLY as Christians in an Unchristian
Society (Part 1): The Ekklesia as agents of transformation

Introduction
O NO! NOT Crete!

* Cretans were infamous for their betrayal, lies and greed.
Most men served as mercenary soldiers to the highest bidder.

* The island’s cities were known to be unsafe and plagued by violence
and sexual corruption.

* Paul had assigned Titus to go to Crete to restore order to a network
of house churches as they had come under the destructive influence
of corrupt Cretan leaders claiming to be Christians.

Paul (Saul) before his conversion

Acts 8:1 Now Saul was consenting to his (Stephen's) death. ... 3 As for Saul,
he made havoc of the church, entering every house, and dragging off men
and women, committing them to prison.

Acts 9:1 Then Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples
of the Lord, went to the high priest 2 and asked letters from him to the
synagogues of Damascus, so that if he found any who were of the Way,
whether men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem.

A TRANSFORMED Paul

Titus 1:1 Paul, a bondservant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ,

according to the faith of God'’s elect and the acknowledgment of the truth

which accords with godliness,

* Paul stood by the faith and truth he had received, and walked in
godliness — marked by a life that reflects God's holiness and
commands.

1. The Message: Preach Jesus - the promised hope of eternal life
Titus 1:2 in hope of eternal life which God, who cannot lie, promised before
time began, 3 but (God) has in due time [kairos] manifested [phanerod]
His word through preaching [kérugma], which was committed [pisteud]
to me according to the commandment of God our Savior;
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* Hope is anticipation founded on the promises of God not wishful thinking.

* Eternal life of the new creation is available NOW and ONLY THROUGH
JESUS.

* Paul was entrusted by God with the task of preaching this HOPE
which at the appointed time [kairos] was made known [phanerod]
through the preaching [kérugma] of the Word.

Key words Study

* kairos: a specific, appointed time/season, implies a divinely ordained
moment/opportunity.

* phanerod: to make manifest, to reveal, to make known, to show
openly; e.g. revelation of divine truths, manifestation of God's will,
or disclosure of Christ's nature and works (God's redemptive plan
through Jesus Christ). Such revelation was central to prophetic
tradition.

* kérugma: proclamation, preaching, message; describes the core
message of the Christian faith, focusing on the life, death,

& resurrection of Jesus Christ.

* pisteud: to believe, to have faith, to trust (from "pistis", meaning
“faith/belief”). Involves a personal relationship with God through
Christ so that the belief is not just about accepting doctrines but
involved a transformative trust that led to a new way of living.

2. The Model: Imitate me, as | imitate CHRIST

1 Corinthians 4:15 For though you might have ten thousand instructors in
Christ, yet you do not have many fathers; for in Christ Jesus | have begotten
you through the gospel. 16 Therefore | urge you, imitate me.

1 Corinthians 11:1 Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ.

Philippians 3:17 (ESV) Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes
on those who walk according to the example you have in us.

Philippians 4:9 (ESV) What you have learned and received and heard and
seen in me—practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you.

2 Thessalonians 3:7 (ESV) For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate
us, because we were not idle when we were with you, 8 nor did we eat
anyone's bread without paying for it, but with toil and labor we worked
night and day, that we might not be a burden to any of you. 9 It was not
because we do not have that right, but to give you in ourselves an example
to imitate.
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3. The Mark to attain: Develop these qualities
Titus 1:6 if a man is blameless, the husband of one wife, having faithful
children not accused of dissipation or insubordination. 7 For a bishop must
be blameless, as a steward of God, not self-willed, not quick-tempered,
not given to wine, not violent, not greedy for money, 8 but hospitable, a
lover of what is good, sober-minded, just, holy, self-controlled, 9 holding
fast the faithful word as he has been taught, that he may be able, by
sound doctrine, both to exhort and convict those who contradict.
* These qualities are evident in you and your family life and evident to
the community.
* All know the doctrines/teachings of Jesus and the apostles, and are
able to teach just as they have been taught.
* As agents of transformation, the ekklesia mutually supports and
encourages one another to live out their faith, comfort one another
in times of distress, adhering to the truth they have received.
* They will correct or reprove opposers by exposing wrongdoing or
error with the aim of leading them to repentance and truth.

Conclusion

The ekklesia as agents of transformation are to live DYNAMICALLY as
Christians impacting an unchristian society with the truth, preaching
Jesus and living a life of holiness and obedience inwardly and outwardly,
and also exhorting believers and convicting opposers by sound doctrine.

www.livingstreams.com/watchmen



http://www.livingstreams.com/watchmen

Key pointers to reflect on, ponder and prophetically act upon!

1.

Just as Paul sent Titus to deal with false and corrupt
teachers/teachings to ensure order in every house church,

we must do likewise to ensure the ekklesia is anchored on sound
doctrine and growing in faith and righteousness.

Our faith is in God as His elect and as we walk continually in
alignment with His will, we are transformed. We are agents of
transformation to impact the society we are living in by our Christian
way of life and as we preach Jesus the hope of eternal life.

Those in leadership positions in the ekklesia must be mature men
and women of faith and be known for their integrity and total
devotion to Jesus and for self-control and generosity in their families
& communities. They must hold fast the teachings and be able to
exhort believers and also convict opposers with sound doctrine.

Prayer Guide

1.

Pray for all house churches to grow in sound doctrine, faith and
righteousness, and to guard against false or corrupt teachings.
Ask the Holy Spirit to lead and guide all believers into the truth of
His Word as they share and exhort one another.

Having been transformed by the Spirit, ask the Lord to use you as an
agent of transformation in your home and outside as you preach
Jesus to bring the hope of eternal life to family and friends, and
through your way of life that testifies to your faith in Jesus.

Pray for all in your Ekklesia to develop and show the qualities
expected of those who lead and teach, and who also hold fast to
sound doctrine and able to exhort and convict any opposers.

www.livingstreams.com/watchmen
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