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AW 194: Friday 20 June 2025
Delivering God’s Prophetic Word:
Vision of the woes—A faithful, just and true God!
Habakkuk 2 - 3:1

Recap: | will WATCH and WAIT

Habakkuk 2:1 | will stand my watch and set myself on the rampart, And

watch to see what He will say to me, And what | will answer when | am

corrected.

* Habakkuk raised two complaints to God, anticipating answers from
Him. He knew he was wrong about God. So he would watch and wait
for His answer, ready to correct himself, saying, “l don’t get what
You're doing, but | know You're right in all things. Please speak to me
and correct me.”

1. Make the Vision Plain and Practical

Habakkuk 2:2 ...the LORD answered me and said: “Write the vision and

make it plain on tablets, that he may run who reads it. 3 For the vision is

yet for an appointed time; But at the end it will speak, and it will not lie.

Though it tarries, wait for it; Because it will surely come, It will not tarry.”

* See the vision — You can only relate what you have witnessed.

* Write the vision and make it PLAIN—make the word of God known in
as many ways as possible.

* Write it on tablets (keep a record of the prophetic word received)
because it will not happen yet.

* When you are informed by the prophetic word, you will make rapid
progress when you act in accordance with it.

2. The Proud - always dissatisfied & grasping | The Just - live by faith
Habakkuk 2:4 “Behold the proud, his soul is not upright in him; But the
just shall live by his faith. 5 Indeed, because he transgresses by wine, he
is a proud man, And he does not stay at home. Because he enlarges his
desire as hell, And he is like death, and cannot be satisfied, he gathers to
himself all nations and heaps up for himself all peoples.”
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* Pride looks to self while true FAITH looks to the LORD.
Proverbs 6:16 These six things the Lord hates, Yes, seven are an abomination
to Him: 17 A proud look, A lying tongue,...

2a. God affirms the just
Habakkuk 2:4b But the JUST [tsaddiq] shall LIVE by FAITH [emunah].

* tsaddiq: righteous, just (in conduct and character toward God)
* emunabh: faithfulness, fidelity, steadfastness, trust, faith

This part of verse 4 is quoted 3 times in the New Testament and with a specific
focus each time:

* Romans 1:17 focuses on the justified man “ —The just shall live by faith.”
* Hebrews 10:38 focuses on faith“ — The just shall live by faith.”
* Galatians 3:11 focuses on the Christian life” — The just shall live by faith.”

2b. God will judge sin

(i) Woe to ambition & covetousness

Habakkuk 2:6 (ESV) Shall not all these take up their taunt against him,
with scoffing and riddles for him, and say, “Woe to him who heaps up
what is not his own—for how long?—and loads himself with pledges!”
7 Will not your debtors suddenly arise, and those awake who will make
you tremble? Then you will be spoil for them. 8 Because you have plundered
many nations, all the remnant of the peoples shall plunder you, for the
blood of man and violence to the earth, to cities and all who dwell in them.

(ii) Woe to the greedy

Habakkuk 2:9 “Woe to him who covets evil gain for his house, That he

may set his nest on high, That he may be delivered from the power of

disaster! 10 You give shameful counsel to your house, cutting off many

peoples, and sin against your soul. 11 For the stone will cry out from the

wall, And the beam from the timbers will answer it.”

* The greedy will end up losing his own soul. Jesus ‘parable in Luke 12:16-21
warns against greed — those who seek to build only for themselves and
sin against their own soul.

(iii) Woe to the violent

Habakkuk 2:12 (AMP) Woe (judgment is coming) to him who builds a city
with bloodshed and establishes a town by violence! 13 Is it not indeed
from the LORD of hosts that peoples labor [only] for the fire [that will
destroy their work], And nations grow weary for nothing [that is, things
which have no lasting value]? 14 But [the time is coming when] the earth
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shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the waters
cover the sea.

* What a beautiful CONTRAST! The earth will be filled with the knowledge of
the glory of the LORD! The violent man thinks that his power gives him
the right to abuse others for his own gain. The LORD corrected and
rebuked, and reminded man of His ultimate triumph.

(iv) Woe to abuse of alcohol
Habakkuk 2:15 (ESV) Woe to him who makes his neighbors drink— you
pour out your wrath and make them drunk, in order to gaze at their nakedness!
16 You will have your fill of shame instead of glory. Drink, yourself, and
show your uncircumcision! The cup in the Lord's right hand will come
around to you, and utter shame will come upon your glory! 17 The
violence done to Lebanon will overwhelm you, as will the destruction of
the beasts that terrified them, for the blood of man and violence to the
earth, to cities and all who dwell in them.
* The drunk and those who promote drunkenness loved their cup full of
drink; now God promises a cup of judgment and just recompense for
their sin. They would be filled with shame not glory.

(v) Woe to idolaters!

Habakkuk 2:18 (ESV) What profit is an idol when its maker has shaped it, a
metal image, a teacher of lies? For its maker trusts in his own creation when
he makes speechless idols! 19 Woe to him who says to a wooden thing,
Awake; to a silent stone, Arise! Can this teach? Behold, it is overlaid with
gold and silver, and there is no breath at all in it. 20 But the LORD is in his
holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before him.

* In contrast to lifeless idols, the Lord was alive and well in His holy temple.

The folly of the idolater is exposed by the majesty of the living God.

3. REVIVE Us O LORD!

Habakkuk 3:1 A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet, on Shigionoth. 2 O LORD, |

have heard Your speech and was afraid; O LORD, revive Your work in the

midst of the years! In the midst of the years make it known; In wrath remember

mercy.

* Habakkuk responds, turning his prayer into praise beginning straightaway
to pray for revival.

* He knew how God once worked and how His people once responded,
and Habakkuk wanted to see that again.
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Key pointers to reflect on, ponder and prophetically act upon!

1.

Know the God you are approaching for an answer to your questions.
Anticipate and watch and wait for His answer. Expect God to act justly
for justice and righteousness are the foundation His throne and
mercy and truth go before Him. (Psalm 89:14)

Journal the word that comes from Him, letting it do its work quickly
in you. Believe that those who read it would arise quickly to fulfil it
The woes shown to Habakkuk reveal the condition of God's people.
God'’s call: Return, repent and be restored. He wants to redeem all
who cry out to Him. He will REVIVE His work.

Prayer Pointers

1.

2.

Pray that every nation will acknowledge the sovereign God, that He
answers every cry justly, and mercy and truth are before Him

Ask the Holy Spirit to quicken the word to you that you will grow up
quickly to maturity in Christ. Pray also that others who are exposed
to the prophetic word recorded will make quick progress in
understanding and growing up in Christ to maturity.

Ask the Holy Spirit to bring conviction and repentance before the Lord
as a nation and as individuals in the woes highlighted that the
judgments detailed would not come upon us.
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