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Attracting God's Presence: The faithful remnant
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1. Our PAST: Once we were children of wrath
Ephesians 2:1 And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and
sins, ... 3 ... and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others.

* When we reject God's will, we give rights to the enemy to influence our
life negatively.

* The whole of the cosmic world and all its systems are under the control
of Satan (1 John 5:19).

* The darkness blinds, deceives, hardens us — our minds become strongholds
opposing God's ways (2 Corinthians 10:4-6)

Bound by false ideas, sin & unbelief

2 Corinthians 10:4 For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but
mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, 5 casting down arguments
and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God,
bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ, 6 and
being ready to punish all disobedience when your obedience is fulfilled.

* Our thoughts must all come into submission to Christ's authority.

Delivered from the power of darkness, conveyed into His Kingdom
Colossians 1:13 He has delivered us from the power of darkness and
conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, 14 in whom we have
redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.

2. At PRESENT: Listen up! — Listen to Me, says the LORD

Isaiah 51:1 “Listen [shama] to Me, you who follow after [radaph] righteousness,
You who seek [baqash] the LORD: Look to the rock from which you were
hewn, And to the hole of the pit from which you were dug. 2 Look to
Abraham your father, and to Sarah who bore you; For | called him alone,
And blessed him and increased him.” 3 For the LORD will comfort Zion, He
will comfort all her waste places; He will make her wilderness like Eden,
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and her desert like the garden of the LORD; Joy and gladness will be found

in it, thanksgiving and the voice of melody.

* Take comfort in the promise of restoration: Just as God had done in the
past, He would do again -- the basis of our hope for future restoration.

Listen up AGAIN!

Isaiah 51:4 Listen to Me, My people; And give ear to Me, O My nation:

For law will proceed from Me, And | will make My justice rest as a light of

the peoples. 5 My righteousness is near, My salvation has gone forth,

And My arms will judge the peoples; The coastlands will wait upon Me,

And on My arm they will trust. 6 ... the heavens will vanish away like

smoke, the earth will grow old like a garment, ...; But My salvation will

be forever, And My righteousness will not be abolished.

* w4-5: God’s righteous law & deliverance will not only bring salvation
& understanding to His own people but also enlighten & impact all the
peoples & nations of the world.

* v6: Any affliction is temporary/fleeting while God's promises are ALWAYS
dependable.

Listen up YET AGAIN!

Isaiah 51:7 “Listen to Me, you who know righteousness, you people in
whose heart is My law: Do not fear the reproach of men, nor be afraid of
their insults. 8 For the moth will eat them up like a garment, And the worm
will eat them like wool; But My righteousness will be forever, And My
salvation from generation to generation.”

* The enduring nature of God's truth contrasted with the fleeting nature

of mortal power,

The remnant shall return

Isaiah 51:9 Awake, awake, put on strength, O arm of the Lord! Awake as
in the ancient days, in the generations of old. Are You not the arm that cut
Rahab apart, and wounded the serpent? 10 Are You not the One who dried
up the sea, the waters of the great deep; That made the depths of the sea
a road for the redeemed to cross over? 11 So the ransomed of the Lord
shall return, and come to Zion with singing, with everlasting joy on their
heads. They shall obtain joy gladness; sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

* God who saved His people from their enemies throughout history and
will do so again. Recall His past deeds to strengthen your faith in His
present and future actions.
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You are My people

Isaiah 51:12 I, even I, am He who comforts you. Who are you that you
should be afraid ... 13 And you forget the LORD your Maker, ...; you have
feared continually every day because of the fury of the oppressor, ... 15 But |
am the LORD your God, ...—The LORD of hosts is His name. 16 And | have
put My words in your mouth; | have covered you with the shadow of My
hand, that | may plant the heavens, lay the foundations of the earth, and
say to Zion, You are My people.’

3. Our RESPONSE: Take your position IN CHRIST
Exodus 25:8 And let them make Me a sanctuary, that | may dwell among
them.

Leviticus 9:23 And Moses and Aaron went into the tabernacle of meeting,
and came out and blessed the people. Then the glory of the LORD
appeared to all the people, 24 and fire came out from before the LORD
and consumed the burnt offering and the fat on the altar. ...

“God with us” sets us apart

Exodus 33:15 Then he said to Him, If Your Presence does not go with us,
do not bring us up from here. 16 For how then will it be known that Your
people and | have found grace in Your sight, except You go with us? So
we shall be separate, Your people and I, from all the people who are upon
the face of the earth.”

Attract God’s presence

1. Seeking Him in prayer with humility & fasting

(Psalm 34:18; 2 Chronicles 7:14; Daniel 9:3)

The Word of God in you (John 8:31-32; John 6:63b)

Praise & worship (Psalm 22:3)

Repentance & holiness (James 4:8; Hebrews 12:14; James 5:16)
Hungry for Him and seeking Him (Jeremiah 29:13; Matthew 5:6)
Perseverance (Psalm 105:4; 1 Chronicles 16:11)

Unity — gathering with others and the gathering of others

(Acts 1:14; Zechariah 8:20-23)

NouswN
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Key pointers to reflect on, ponder and prophetically act upon!

1.

God delivered us from the power of darkness and made us alive in Him.
We must submit every thought to His authority so that false ideas, sin
and unbelief have no part in our lives.

PERSEVERE to listen & obey [shama], & keep walking in RIGHTEOUSNESS
and TRUTH as setbacks, reproach, insults are fleeting compared to God’s
eternal promises & enduring truth toward the remnant that He is
gathering.

Make a sanctuary in your heart for His presence to reside that “God
with us” will set us apart & attract others to Him. Meditate on the 7 points
of attracting His presence & strengthen the weak areas for as we seek
Him, His own presence will draw unbelievers and bring revival.

Prayer Guide

1.

Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal any hidden sins so that we repent, confess
and be restored to approach Him pure and undefiled. Pray that we
consciously submit every thought to His authority, and set aside time
to read and meditate on His word, letting His word cleanse and purify,
and strengthen us for every good work.

Pray for strength to stand firm on His eternal promises in times of stress,
discouragement & disappointment, & to continue walking in righteousness
& truth though you may fail Him. Seek His forgiveness for God is preparing
a faithful remnant who know Him and obey Him, who attract His presence
continually. Pray that we will be the faithful remnant that seek Him.
Pray, “Lord dwell in hearts that have made room for You. Let us
manifest Your presence in word and action to people in our spheres of
influence. Lord, gather the remnant who are hungry for You and seeking
You, draw them, stir them to respond to Your saving grace and mercy
for You desire that all men come to know you and be saved. Save cities
and nations, Lord, we pray!”
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