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War with Amalek from Generation to Generation

Introduction

“Amalek” has been a generational problem since the time of Moses.
Who is Amalek? He was the grandson of Esau (Genesis 36:12). Esau was
Jacob’s twin brother through whom the nation of Israel was born. Esau
was Jacob’s greatest rival. The Bible tells us that the Amalekites were the
first to attack the Israelites after they left Egypt for the Promised Land,
launching an unprovoked assault at Rephidim and targeting the
vulnerable and weary. This initial, vicious attack (Deuteronomy 25:17-
18) was a significant moment, leading to a divine command for the
Israelites to ultimately utterly destroy the Amalekites.

The story of Amalek serves as a symbol of the struggle against persistent,
irreconcilable evil that seeks to destroy the Jewish people. Spiritually,
Amalek also represents evil, such as self-doubt, and the struggle against
such abstract forces is a recurring theme in Jewish thought.

The name Amalek can be broken down to suggest “severing”. Removing
the first Hebrew letter leaves the word malak, meaning "to chop off" or
"to sever". Leviticus 1:15 describes how a burnt offering of a bird is
killed. It involves an action called melika — the head is completely severed,
whereas in a sin offering of a bird, its head is wrung without being
severed (Leviticus 5:8).

Symbolic connection: Colossians 1:18 And He is the head of the body, the
church,... The natural man in us always seeks to come between Christ the
Head and we the body. Once the body is severed from the Head and life
source, what is left is the NATURAL — at best. When Jesus Christ is not
given His place, it is like severing the Head from the body, and the natural
man, Amalek, takes over. Thus, there is no SPIRITUAL LIFE, only the body
operating in the natural realm and trying to obtain the inheritance by
natural means.
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1. The Amalek spirit

1.1 Amalek focused on the NATURAL order of inheritance rights

God chose Jacob over Esau before they were born (Genesis 25:23) so it
had nothing to do with character. God by-passed the NATURAL order of
birth and inheritance having chosen Jacob to inherit the Abrahamic
blessing. Esau sold his birthright to Jacob — under duress — for nothing
more than a temporary meal of soup. The Bible condemns Esau for this,
a lesson for those who would value inheritance in Christ so little and
would forfeit it for the temporal (Hebrews 12:16-17).

1.2 Amalek represents spiritual blindness acting arrogantly and the

lack of the fear of God

Deuteronomy 25:17 Remember what Amalek did to you on the way as

you were coming out of Egypt, 18 how he met you on the way and

attacked your rear ranks, all the stragglers at your rear, when you were
tired and weary; and he did not fear God.

« It was a “me” generation in Moses’ time (Exodus 17:1-7) — They
contended with Moses and the LORD. Jesus’ disciples also contended
for position among themselves (Mark 10:35-45). And so do we today.
We get offended with the church, the congregation, ministry, our
business, our spouse... The enemy is out to divide and conquer
through lies and deception. We need unity in the body (Psalm 133).

1.3 Amalek attacks both believers and the unsuspecting and employs
doubt

The people tested God and quarrelled with Moses. Moses brought water
out from the rock and they drank. Their doubting God and Moses,
despite their deliverance from Egypt was an open door for the enemy to
attack them. And Amalek came upon them when they were tired and
weary. The Amalek spirit will attack you when you make yourself
vulnerable through complaints and dissatisfaction and try to get you to
give up and quit. As believers, we must rally together and uphold each
other like Aaron and Hur who supported Moses in holding up his arms so
that they wrought a great victory over the Amalekites.

2. Overcoming the Amalek spirit

2.1 Humble yourself before the Lord

ESV James 4:6 But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, “God opposes
the proud but gives grace to the humble.” 7 Submit yourselves therefore
to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.
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2.2 Stand in the glory and pray with authority

ESV Exodus 17:9 So Moses said to Joshua, “Choose for us men, and go
out and fight with Amalek. Tomorrow | will stand on the top of the hill
with the staff of God in my hand.”

2.3 Ask for help from mature believers and strengthen each other

ESV Exodus 17:10 So Joshua did as Moses told him, and fought with
Amalek, while Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill.
Ephesians 6:13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may
be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. ...
18 praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being
watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the
saints— 19 and for me, that utterance may be given to me, that | may
open my mouth boldly to make known the mystery of the gospel, 20 for
which | am an ambassador in chains; that in it | may speak boldly, as |
ought to speak.

2.4 Exercise your faith

We are cleansed and sanctified by the sacrificial blood of Jesus. We will
overcome evil by the power of God’s grace and goodness though this
requires earnest faith on our part.

ESV Exodus 17:11 Whenever Moses held up his hand, Israel prevailed,

and whenever he lowered his hand, Amalek prevailed. 12 But Moses'

hands grew weary, so they took a stone and put it under him, and he sat

on it, while Aaron and Hur held up his hands, one on one side, and the

other on the other side. So his hands were steady until the going down of

the sun.

* The Hebrew word translated “steady” is Emunah, the word for faith.

+ It was Moses’s steady faith in God’s power that gave Israel the victory over
their enemy, just as we lift up our faith in God’s power demonstrated
at the cross that gives us the victory over Satan and his schemes.

2.5 Fight with the truth that shall set you free

ESV Exodus 17:13 And Joshua overwhelmed Amalek and his people with

the sword.

Deuteronomy 25:19 Therefore it shall be, when the Lord your God has

given you rest from your enemies all around, in the land which the Lord

your God is giving you to possess as an inheritance, that you will blot out

the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven. You shall not forget.

* We must press in for the higher calling. We have to fight. It would be
uncomfortable. But the key is to be aligned and in the right position
and the right place.
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Key pointers to reflect on, ponder and prophetically act upon!

1.

We struggle against hatred, jealousy, self-doubt, rivalry,... Instead of
submitting to Christ, our natural man takes over and we keep striving
with little success. Let Christ the head rule over you instead.

God has chosen us. Our inheritance is in Christ as heirs of God and
joint-heirs with Christ. We do not need to contend for position or
recognition but learn to walk in unity with one another.

We overcome the enemy by submitting to the Lord and praying with
authority. Mature believers can come alongside us to strengthen us
and enable us to keep faith.

Prayer Guide

1.

Come before the Lord in repentance and ask for forgiveness for pride,
jealousy, rivalry... and commit to let Jesus take His position as head
to direct you in all that you do.

Thank the Lord for redeeming you and making you and heir of God
and for the inheritance that you have in Him. By faith close the door
to all forms of doubt and pray for strength to stand in faith together
as one body in Christ against any attacks of the enemy.

Ask the Holy Spirit to empower you as you submit to the Lord and
fight in faith with the truth of the Word of God, aligned with the will
of God and praying with authority to see victory after victory in Him.
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