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Behold, there are last which shall be first
and there are first which shall be last
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Introduction

Indeed, we know that we are living in the end times. We see the situations
unfolding around us, and even prophetic messages from across the world
are pointing in the same direction—the second coming of the Lord Jesus.
What was prophesied will surely come to pass, especially the words
spoken by our Lord Jesus Himself. One of the most important prophecies
we must continually remind ourselves of is the great falling away. Though
we do not wish to see this happen, the Lord foresaw it and warned us — and
we must take heed. Another related prophecy is: “Many who are first will
be last.” This is a serious reminder for us to stay alert and encourage one
another, so that we do not fall into that category.

A. The Warning Prophecies

Jesus warned us in many verses about deception and the great falling
away, especially in Matthew 24.

Matthew 24:9 (NKJV) Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill you,
and you will be hated by all nations for My name’s sake. 10 And then many
will be offended, will betray one another, and will hate one another. 11
Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive many.

There is also another warning given to the Church that we must take
seriously. The Lord shared parables about how “the first shall be last,”
and that some will be cast out.

Luke 13:28 (KJV) ...when ye shall see Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and
all the prophets, in the kingdom of God, and you yourselves thrust out. 29
And they shall come from the east, and from the west, and from the north,
and from the south, and shall sit down in the kingdom of God. 30 And,
behold, there are last which shall be first, and there are first which shall
be last.
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B. Standing Outside or Inside

This is a prophetic message to the Church: Some may think they are the
Lord’s brethren. Yet they are actually standing outside. Only those who
do the will of the Father are truly standing inside—with the Lord.
Matthew 12:47 (NKJV) Then one said to Him, “Look, Your mother and Your
brothers are standing outside, seeking to speak with You.” 48 But He answered
and said to the one who told Him, “Who is My mother and who are My
brothers?” 49 And He stretched out His hand toward His disciples and said,
“Here are My mother and My brothers! 50 For whoever does the will of
My Father in heaven is My brother and sister and mother.”

C. Doing the Will of Father

Jesus taught us to pray, “Let the will of the Father be done on earth and
in our lives” (Matthew 6:9-10). This is a very important prayer, because
it determines our place in eternity.

Matthew 7:21 (NKJV) Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter
the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven.

God has given us the Holy Spirit so that we may know the will of the Father
(John 16:13), for only the Spirit of God knows the will of God (1 Corinthians
2:10-11). When we obey and are led by the Holy Spirit, we become true
sons and daughters of God (Romans 8:14).

D. Hearing and Responding to His Word

From the parable of the sower, we understand that God is speaking—but
different types of soil respond in different ways. Some receive His word
in vain. Some keep it but do nothing with it, while others bear fruit and
yield a crop (Matthew 13:3-8).

If the Church follows the will of the Father through the guidance of the
Holy Spirit, they will be given more and will bear greater fruit (Matthew
13:12; John 15:1-2).

E. Obedience Over Good Works

We may think that doing good works is enough, but in truth, obedience
to the Lord’s commandments is more important than any service we offer
to Him (Matthew 19:16-23).

1 Samuel 15:22 (NKJV) So Samuel said: “Has the LORD as great delight in
burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold,
to obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed than the fat of rams.”
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F. We Must Be the First, Not the Last
Follow Jesus and leave the world behind for His name’s sake
(Matthew 19:28-30)
It’s about obedience, not the effort (Matthew 20:8-16).
Strive to enter through the narrow gate (Luke 13:22-30).

G. Be Promoted Ahead and Receive the Crown

Those who are obedient will be promoted ahead, as Jesus illustrated in the
parable of the two sons (Matthew 21:28-31). Those who keep His word
and do not deny His name will receive a crown from Him.

NKJV Revelation 3:7 ...These things says He who is holy, He who is true,
“He who has the key of David, He who opens and no one shuts, and shuts
and no one opens”: 8 “I know your works. See, | have set before you an
open door, and no one can shut it; for you have a little strength, have kept
My word, and have not denied My name. 10 Because you have kept My
command to persevere, | also will keep you from the hour of trial which
shall come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth. 11
Behold, | am coming quickly! Hold fast what you have, that no one may
take your crown. ... 13 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says
to the churches.”

Let us be the people who are called and chosen in this final hour, “For many
are called, but few are chosen.” (Matthew 22:14)
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Key pointers to reflect on, ponder and prophetically act upon!

1.

As people living in the end times, we must pay close attention to the
warnings the Lord has given us. Many will fall because they did not do
the will of God. We must listen to the voice of His Spirit as it directly
affects our eternal destiny.

Following Jesus is critically important in this hour. The Church must
understand what it truly means to “follow Jesus”—it is to walk after
Him, not after the world. We must learn how He walked and imitate
Him in our daily lives.

The Lord warns us to enter through the narrow gate, for it leads to life.
We cannot simply follow the majority within the Church; we must hear
the voice of God and follow Him. Even if no one goes with us, we must
still choose the narrow path. The crown of glory awaits us!

Prayer Guide

1.

Humbly confess our sin of often ignoring the voice of the Holy Spirit.
Jesus said, “My sheep hear My voice.” Pray that from this moment
forward, we will truly be His sheep—attentive and obedient to His voice.
Our heavenly Father will reveal His truth to us as we walk with the Spirit
of Truth.

Ask the Holy Spirit to help and teach us how to follow Jesus wholeheartedly.
Surrender ourselves to His control, choosing to leave the world behind,
deny ourselves, take up our cross daily, and truly follow Christ in every
area of our lives.

Pray that we, our families, and our church will not walk through the
wide gate that leads to destruction, but instead choose the narrow
path that leads to life. Ask Him to fill us with supernatural boldness to
stand firm in our faith, walk in a manner worthy of our calling, and
pursue the crown that awaits us.
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