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“The Lord, whom you seek,
will suddenly come to His temple”

Introduction

Whenever a leader or king of this world visits a nation, great preparations
are made. Deep respect is shown and everything is carefully arranged—
from the environment to the atmosphere—to ensure the king or leader
is honored and impressed. As Christians, we know that our Lord Jesus is
coming soon. He is the King of kings and the Lord of lords. In His 1st coming,
He came as a lamb to be slain for our sins. He took on the form of man.
Yet even then, the Bible tells us God sent John the Baptist to prepare the
way for Him. In fact, the preparation for His 1st coming began thousands
of years earlier through prophecies given by many prophets. Now, we
are living in the time of His 2nd coming. The question is: Are we preparing
the way for Him? How do we prepare? What does the King expect to find
when He comes?

A. The Prophecies in Isaiah 40

NKJV Isaiah 40:3 The voice of one crying in the wilderness: “Prepare the
way of the Lord; Make straight in the desert A highway for our God. 4
Every valley shall be exalted And every mountain and hill brought low; The
crooked places shall be made straight And the rough places smooth; 5 The
glory of the Lord shall be revealed, And all flesh shall see it together; For
the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”

B. The First Entry into Jerusalem as a King

In Jesus’ 1st coming, there were prophetic messages that pointed to His
arrival as King, especially when He entered Jerusalem, as recorded in Matthew
21:1-13. This moment also reflects the prophecy found in Malachi 3:1-5.
Here’s what we see in Matthew 21:

The prophecy was fulfilled (Matthew 21:1-5)

The people prepared the way for Him (Matthew 21:6-8)

Praise and offerings erupted (Matthew 21:9)

The Lord cleansed the temple (Matthew 21:12)
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Yet at the end of this powerful moment, Jesus was looking for something
deeper. He sought a House of Prayer—but instead, He found only a defiled
temple. The structure was there, but the heart of prayer and worship were
missing.

C. The Prophecies in Malachi 3

NKJV Malachi 3:1 “Behold, | send My messenger, And he will prepare the
way before Me. And the Lord, whom you seek, Will suddenly come to His
temple, Even the Messenger of the covenant, In whom you delight. Behold,
He is coming,” Says the Lord of hosts. 2 “But who can endure the day of
His coming? And who can stand when He appears? For He is like a refiner’s
fire And like launderers’ soap. 3 He will sit as a refiner and a purifier of
silver; He will purify the sons of Levi, And purge them as gold and silver.
That they may offer to the Lord An offering in righteousness. 4 “Then the
offering of Judah and Jerusalem Will be pleasant to the Lord, As in the
days of old, As in former years.”

. Prepare the Way
Proclaim righteousness (Luke 3:3-4)
Prepare the bride for bridegroom (John 3:28-29)
Prepare the fruits to present to the Master (Luke 3:6-9)
Prepare a dwelling place for Him (Psalms 24:9-10)
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E. Prepare His Temple

John the Baptist made ready a people for Jesus’ 1st coming. Likewise, those
of us who are preparing for His 2nd coming have the same responsibility:
to prepare the people, who are His temple for Him. First, we must prepare
ourselves to be His holy temple (1 Corinthians 3:16—-17). We must also cultivate
a deep passion to become His dwelling place (Psalm 84:10). The Lord is
not merely looking for just a temple, He is seeking a House of Prayer (Luke
19:45-46).

F. This is the House of Prayer!

NLT Isaiah 56:7 Even them | will bring to My holy mountain, And make them
joyful in My house of prayer. Their burnt offerings and their sacrifices Will
be accepted on My altar; For My house shall be called a house of prayer
for all nations.

Stand in the gap of the land (Ezekiel 22:30-31)

Humble ourselves, pray and seek His face (2 Chronicles 7:14)

Set apart to be holy (2 Chronicles 7:15-16)

Be the true sanctuary where river flows (Ezekiel 47:1-12)
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G. There is a Price to Pay

NKJV Haggai 1:4 Why are you living in luxurious houses while my house

lies in ruins?... 9 You hoped for rich harvests, but they were poor. And

when you brought your harvest home, | blew it away. Why? Because my

house lies in ruins, says the Lord of Heaven’s Armies, while all of you are

busy building your own fine houses.

o Those who love the world cannot be the house of the Lord. There is a
cost to pay (Luke 14:28). It is about denying ourselves, carrying our cross
and following our Lord Jesus (Matthew 16:24-25).

H. Die Daily to Become His House

NKJV 1 Corinthians 15:31 | affirm, by the boasting in you which | have in
Christ Jesus our Lord, | die daily.

NKJV Galatians 2:20 | have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer | who
live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which | now live in the flesh I live by
faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.

www.livingstreams.com/watchmen



http://www.livingstreams.com/watchmen

Key pointers to reflect on, ponder and prophetically act upon!

1.

When a great king is coming, people prepare in every way—they rearrange
priorities and activities for that day. Ask yourself: Has your priorities
and activities changed? Do you truly believe that the Lord’s coming is
near? If you do, are you preparing for what the King expects to see
when He comes?

The Bible prophesies about events surrounding the Lord’s 2nd coming.
One prophecy we must pay close attention to is in Malachi 3: “The Lord
will suddenly come to His temple.” Question: Is His temple ready for
His visitation? He is not merely looking for just a temple—He is seeking
a House of Prayer—A people set apart, who stand in the gap, and allow
the healing river of His presence to flow and bring restoration to the
nations.

There is no other way to become His Holy House, only through emptying
ourselves and being filled with Him fully. To die daily just like Paul said,
"It is no longer | who live, but Christ lives in me".

Prayer Guide

1.

Deeply confess and ask the Father to forgive us for not focusing on the
Lord’s coming. Seek Him concerning realigning priorities and activities to
prepare for His coming.

. Ask the Father to cleanse us, set us apart and make us to be His House

of Prayer. Seek Him to prepare us to be the Temple that His River will
flow out from to heal and restore the nations.

Ask the Holy Spirit to sanctify us and teach us to wholeheartedly empty
ourselves, so that it is no longer we who live, but Christ who lives in us
that we may become His house forever!
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