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Be Established in the Truth of God’s Word

1. Deception in the End Times

2 Timothy 4:3 For the time is coming when people will not endure sound
teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves
teachers to suit their own passions, 4 and will turn away from listening to
the truth and wander off into myths.

2 Thessalonians 2:10 And with all wicked deception for those who are
perishing, because they refused to love the truth and so be saved. 11 Therefore
God sends them a strong delusion, so that they may believe what is false,
12 in order that all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but
had pleasure in unrighteousness.

Matthew 24:24 For false christs and false prophets will arise and perform
great signs and wonders, so as to lead astray, if explicitly possible, even
the elect.

1 Timothy 4:1 But the [Holy] Spirit explicitly and unmistakably declares
that in later times some will turn away from the faith, paying attention
instead to deceitful and seductive spirits and doctrines of demons,

Famine of God’s word

Amos 8:11 “Behold, the days are coming,” declares the Lord God, “when
I will send a famine on the land— not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for
water, but of hearing the words of the Lord. 12 They shall wander from
sea to sea, and from north to east; they shall run to and fro, to seek the
word of the Lord, but they shall not find it.”

2. Live the life of God in spirit and truth

A. Come to God in spirit and in truth

John 4:24 God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit
and in truth.

2 Thessalonians 2:13 But we ought always to give thanks to God for you,
brothers beloved by the Lord, because God chose you as the firstfruits to
be saved, through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth.
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Ephesians 1:13 In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel
of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy
Spirit,

B. Scripture points to Jesus, the Way, Truth and Life

John 5:39 You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you
have eternal life; and it is they that bear witness about me, 40 yet you
refuse to come to me that you may have life.

John 14:6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No
one comes to the Father except through me.”

C. Prophetic truth fulfilled in Jesus

Luke 24:25 And he said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe
all that the prophets have spoken! Was it not necessary that the Christ
should suffer these things and enter into his glory?” And beginning with
Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures
the things concerning himself.

Luke 24:44 Then he said to them, “These are my words that | spoke to you
while | was still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of
Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then he
opened their minds to understand the Scriptures,

2 Peter 1:16 For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made
known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were
eyewitnesses of his majesty. ... 19 And we have the prophetic word more
fully confirmed, to which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp
shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in
your hearts,

D. Finality of God’s word
Matthew 24:34 Truly, | say to you, this generation will not pass away until
all these things take place. 35 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my
words will not pass away.

Numbers 23:19 God is not man, that he should lie, or a son of man, that
he should change his mind. Has he said, and will he not do it? Or has he
spoken, and will he not fulfill it?

Psalms 119:160 The entirety of your word is truth, each of your righteous
judgments endures forever.
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3. Truth bears fruit

A. Hold tightly to the truths you have learned, grow in faith, be equipped
2 Timothy 3:14 “But as for you, continue in the things that you have learned
and of which you are convinced [holding tightly to the truths], knowing
from whom you learned them, 15 and how from childhood you have
known the sacred writings (Hebrew Scriptures) which are able to give you
the wisdom that leads to salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus
[surrendering your entire self to Him and having absolute confidence in
His wisdom, power and goodness]. 16 All Scripture is God-breathed [given
by divine inspiration] and is profitable for instruction, for conviction [of
sin], for correction [of error and restoration to obedience], for training in
righteousness [learning to live in conformity to God’s will, both publicly
and privately—behaving honorably with personal integrity and moral
courage]; 17 so that the man of God may be complete and proficient,
outfitted and thoroughly equipped for every good work.

B. Grow and mature in knowing God and knowing the Word of God

2 Peter 1:8 The more you grow like this, the more productive and useful
you will be in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 But those who
fail to develop in this way are shortsighted or blind, forgetting that they
have been cleansed from their old sins. 10 So, dear brothers and sisters,
work hard to prove that you really are among those God has called and
chosen. Do these things, and you will never fall away. 11 Then God will
give you a grand entrance into the eternal Kingdom of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. 12 Therefore, | will always remind you about these things—
even though you already know them and are standing firm in the truth
you have been taught.

C. Know and be established in the truth, antidote to false teaching
2 Peter 1:12 Therefore | intend always to remind you of these qualities, though
you know them and are established in the truth that you have.

2 Peter 2:20 For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the world
through the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again
entangled in them and overcome, the last state has become worse for
them than the first.

D. Be established in the truth until it becomes a part of you

Usage of “know” in Greek, eido and Ginosko

John 8:55 Yet you do not know (ginosko) Him, but | know (eido) Him fully.
If I said | did not know (eido) Him, | would be a liar like you. But | do know
(eido) Him and keep His word.
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John 13:7 Jesus replied to him, “You do not realize (eido) now what | am
doing, but you will [fully] understand (ginosko) it later.”

1 John 5:18 We know [with confidence] — eido- that anyone born of God
does not habitually sin; but He (Jesus) who was born of God [carefully]
keeps and protects him, and the evil one does not touch him. 19 We know
[for a fact] — eido- that we are of God, and the whole world [around us]
lies in the power of the evil one [opposing God and His precepts]. 20 And
we [have seen and] know [by personal experience] — eido- that the Son of
God has [actually] come [to this world], and has given us understanding
and insight so that we may [progressively and personally] know — ginosko
- Him who is true; and we are in Him who is true—in His Son Jesus Christ.
This is the true God and eternal life.

1John 2:4 Whoever says “I know him” but does not keep his commandments
is a liar, and the truth is not in him.

Ephesians 1:13 In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel
of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised
Holy Spirit,

Philippians 1:27 Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of
Christ, so that whether | come and see you or am absent, | may hear of
you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side
by side for the faith of the gospel,

E. Put on the full armor of God, be girded with the belt of truth
Ephesians 6:11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to
stand against the schemes of the devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against
flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against
the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces
of evil in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up the whole armor of
God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done
all, to stand firm. 14 Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth,
and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 15 and, as shoes for
your feet, having put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace. 16 In
all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish
all the flaming darts of the evil one; 17 and take the helmet of salvation,
and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

F. God will establish and protect

2 Thessalonians 3:3 But the Lord is faithful, and He will strengthen you
[setting you on a firm foundation] and will protect and guard you from
the evil one.
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Key pointers to reflect on, ponder and prophetically act upon!

1.

The days of darkness and deception are upon us. What Jesus warned,
what Peter, Paul and the rest of the apostles warned about false teaching,
demonic doctrines, are coming to pass in our days. The devil comes
as a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour ( 1 Peter 5:8). He comes
disguised as an angel of light ( 2 Cor.11:14). So we have to be established
in the truth of God’s word, to be strengthened and stabilized in truth
that is unshakeable and rock solid. We have to know the true in order
to recognize the false.

Know the Lord Jesus, focus on him as you read, study or meditate on
the Scriptures. Encounter Jesus through the Word of God. As we see
the Old Testament being fulfilled in the New, all the more we have to
know that the remaining prophecies about Jesus setting up his
millennial reign here on earth is going to come to pass. That was one
of the reasons Peter urged the believers to even more be established
in the truth of God’s word.3. ( 2 Peter 1:19-21)

Being established in the truth of God’s word produces obedience,
which leads to growth and maturity and even more deeply grounded
in the truths of God’s word. As we build ourselves, our lives in the truth
of God’s word, God will also work to establish us in Him.

Prayer Guide

1.

Pray and ask God to search our hearts for any lies, deception, half truths,
self delusion in out attitudes, thought life, relationships. Come to him
in spirit and in truth, to expose that which is not according to the truth
in God’s word. In God’s glory there is fullness of grace and truth. God’s
grace is there to heal and strengthen that which is weak in us.
Examine yourself before the Lord how serious are you about taking in
God’s word, knowing his truth and being established in it. Pick one or
two truths that you know about Jesus, and ask him for insight and
understanding to know in a way you have never known before this
aspect of his character or nature.

2 Peter 1:4 states that we can become partakers of the divine nature
by claiming, standing, believing, in the “ exceeding great and precious
promises” given to us. What are the promises God has given you?
Bring them to the Lord and ask him to show you how to be established
in the truth of those promises. Share them with someone to pray together.
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