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Crucible of Confrontation (Part 3): Spiritual warfare:
Lessons from Jesus' battle with the tempter

Introduction

Jesus' confrontation with Satan in the wilderness teaches us key principles
in relation to spiritual warfare. Peter warns us in 1 Peter 5:8 Be sober, be
vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion,
seeking whom he may devour. Our empowerment is NOT in the context
of COMFORT but in the CRUCIBLE of CONFRONTATION. Do NOT avoid the
crucible of confrontation if you want to overcome Satan.

Review: Round #1 — "Turn these stones to bread"

Physical desires or the things of this world CANNOT be our focus. We live
by the supreme authority of God’s Word [rhéma] in our life directing &
guiding us in all that we do or say. Defeating the enemy comes down to
who controls your life. HEAR only His voice & respond to do His will.

Review: Round #2 - "Throw Yourself down"

Testing God is always condemned, for it springs from unbelief and
demands proof from the One who has already proven Himself. Refuse
the fruitless challenge of the enemy to prove yourself. Put your full trust
in God the Father who needs no proof and who will not tolerate to be
tested by mere men.

1. Round #3 - "...bow down and worship me"

Matthew 4:8 Again, the devil took Him up on an exceedingly high

mountain, and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory.

9 And he said to Him, “All these things | will give You if You will fall down

and worship me.”

« Craving for greatness & glory draws us away from the worship of
God. This can happen even to those in ministry e.g. Identity and self-
worth that is tied to recognition will leave you vulnerable to
humiliation & defeat by the devil because the world's glory is fleeting,
here today and gone the next.

www.livingstreams.com/watchmen



http://www.livingstreams.com/watchmen

Jesus' response: Worship & serve ONLY GOD

Matthew 4:10 Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! For it is

written, ‘You shall worship the Lord your God, and Him only you shall

serve.”” 11 Then the devil left Him, and behold, angels came and ministered
to Him.

« Jesus has authority over Satan. At Jesus’ rebuke, the devil had to obey
& leave Him.

« God commands us to worship and serve only Him. Praise and worship
are the most powerful weapons in spiritual battle. Jehoshaphat
appointed singers to lead his army, praising God as they confronted
their enemies. God caused such a confusion in the enemies’ camp
that they destroyed one another.

2. Jesus, the Dwelling Place of the Father

Matthew 12:6 Yet | say to you that in this place there is One greater than

the temple.

« Jesus is above all traditions. He came to establish the Kingdom of God
(heaven) on earth.

What it means to WORSHIP the LORD - Created to worship God

(Psalm 29:1-2; Eph 1:3-6; Phil 2:9-11)

John 4:24 God is Spirit, and those who worship [proskuned] Him must worship

in spirit and truth.

» proskuned: To worship, to bow down, to prostrate oneself

» True worship takes place on the inside, within our heart/spirit—the
dwelling place of God.

Dwelling place of God — WE, temple of God: God the focus of our worship
Psalm 103:1 Bless [barak] the LORD, O my soul; And all that is within me,
bless His holy name! 2 Bless [barak] the LORD, O my soul, and forget not
all His benefits:

Ephesians 2:22 In Him you also are being built together into a dwelling
place for God by the Spirit.

A life of worship to God — Living a life of holy living, sacrificial service,
and obedience

Romans 12:1 | beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God,
that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God,
which is your reasonable service.
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An attitude of worship at all times, continually

Psalm 34:1 | will bless the LORD at all times; His praise shall continually
be in my mouth. 2 My soul shall make its boast in the LORD;... 3 Oh,
magnify the LORD with me, and let us exalt His name together.

Quiet reverence | Silence as a form of worship

Private worship: Quiet moments e.g. alone or hiding in a cave, David
poured out his heart to God in honest, even tearful, prayer & reflection—
times of intimate devotion & spiritual preparation (Psalm 62:1; 131:2).

Psalm 65:1 Silence is praise to You, O God in Zion (literal Hebrew translation).

« While often translated as "praise awaits you," this literal reading suggests
that a respectful, expectant silence is a form of worship itself.

Psalm 22:2 — anguished silence when divine help seems delayed.

Psalm 39:2 — disciplined silence that guards the tongue under distress.

Psalm 62:1 — restful silence that anchors faith in God’s salvation.

Psalm 65:1 — worshipful silence that reverently prepares for praise.

Attitude of worship unto the LORD—NOT just acts of worship like

singing, praying, raising hands,...

» A continuous, internal posture of reverence and humility toward the
LORD God. This inward disposition influences our entire way of life.

3. Intense Worship and Spiritual Warfare — Uplifted hands like swords
lifted up

Psalm 149:6 Let the high praises of God be in their mouth, And a two-

edged sword in their hand, 7 To execute vengeance on the nations, And

punishments on the peoples; 8 To bind their kings with chains, And their
nobles with fetters of iron; 9 To execute on them the written judgment—

This honor have all His saints.

« High praises create the atmosphere for wielding the sword of the
Spirit (spoken Word of God), meaning as you praise, speak the Word,
and before you prophesy, praise the Lord! Praise becomes the battle
cry of spiritual warfare for the believer in Christ.

Psalm 18:34 He trains my hands for war, so that my arms can bend a bow of
bronze.

The anointing for victory in spiritual battle

Luke 4:13 Now when the devil had ended every temptation, he departed
from Him until an opportune time. 14 Then Jesus returned in the power
of the Spirit to Galilee, and news of Him went out...
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Conclusion of the confrontation: Jesus lived by God’s word, fully
submitted to God, and took a determined position to worship and serve
ONLY God. Satan was defeated and had to leave Him.

Key pointers to reflect on, ponder and prophetically act upon!

1.

LUST of the EYES—desire for power, position, & possessions draws us
away from worshipping God. All of it will pass away, but he who does
God’s will abides forever (1 John 2:16-17).

Jesus is the dwelling place of the Father and we are also God’s dwelling
place (1 Corinthians 3:16). Live a life of worship to God. Cultivate an
inward disposition of reverence and humility in worship to God.

Let the high praises of God be in our mouth, and a two-edged sword
in our hand for praise is our battle cry as we wage war against the
devil. Before prophesying, PRAISE! As you praise, DECLARE God’s
Word!

Prayer Guide

1.

Ask the Holy Spirit to keep your eyes fixed on Jesus because what the
world can offer us will all pass away. Begin each day in praise and
worship unto God, seeking to hear and respond to do His will.

. Ask the Spirit to empower you to live a life of holy living, sacrificial service,

and obedience continually, seek to develop an internal posture of
reverence and humility to be in an attitude of worship at all times.
Pray for strength to raise up high praises to God and develop yourself
in the Word so that you can wield the sword of the Spirit effectively as
you confront the enemy—Praise >
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